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Insurance the way it should be.

Two-thirds of Irish drivers lack
confidence on roads despite passing test

Research shows younger drivers often
experience panicand fear while driving

Lilster and Connacht drivers say roads

more dangerous than 10 years ago

SORCHA POLLAK

Mearly two-thirds of Irish dowv:
ers stall feel under prepared for
dertvimg alter possing thesr test,
while 70 per cent of drivers
think Irish roachs are more dan:
gerous than 10 years ago. an in-
aramee cotipany has [mind
Half of all desvers under 30
are not confident about driving
despite he imreduaction of cons-
prulsory bessons in 201 aceard-
ing w0 the Iatess research from

Liberty Insuramce. The shudy,
whilch wad carried out among
47E peaple with car insurance
aged | T-plus in the State, found
many vounger devers beked
confidenee when using mulis
pleexit roundabouts pad e
verse parallel parkang.

Driving o0 metorways and
paraliel pariding are nog past of
the Lrizh drving et currici-
lum,

Thee resarareh dvom s youmger
drivers often expenence panic

and fear an the fosd despite
prassing Cher Bood Safety A o
iy"s driving test. More than
80 per conl of [emale drivers
and thred-qimrfers of domvers
aged 55 64 saad Irish roads had
become move dangeroms in the
pratt decade, Drivers from Con-
nachtand Ulster were most likoe
Iy to fay they found roads in-
creasingly hazardous.

Fully
Dnly A8 per cemi of those sur-
veyed sand they felt flly pre-
pared to drive alter completing
their test, while overall women
wene lessconBident than men
International research mioe
oonfidence when driving shows
a  driver must  travel
10D Oy befare they can bse
called an expenenced driver,
says Brian Farrell of the RSA.

Hedabd gradimted divverboens-
g for bearmvers and newly quisdi-
Toed drivers could help budd
thisconfubmerein a safe and re
spondible way, Under such h-
cunting, those learndig (o drive
must pay for 12 mandatory
ane-oar bessond, whilke a
two-year restricted period asa

30%
Female drivers wivo said

dangerous in the Last decade

“povice” driver applies afwer
they pass the tesl.

“Leaming ta drive is not
about the drving test any
e, ” s M Farrell, “ 08 o
shout passing or failing - s

graduated process. Tr's about
hawing Pestrictions like o lower
pemalty paint threshold and be-
e sudsgect o alower deank-drs-
g Limiid

“Mowice drivers ane sill sub-
Ject to & lower penalty poimt
threshald ard are oaly 3llowed
to lave six rather than the
standard 12 pointa. If vou sub-
Jjoct mew driverston greater pro-
hibwtion on drink-didving for
W years, there is 8 good Elidi-
hood eyl contenuie that be-
hewecaie i the funire,”

Drirdre Ashe of Liberty In-
swrance says distractions such
as smartphones, [owd music
amd passengers play & roke in
people'sunexse when driving.

Faor terrain and a lack of
rosd miexsructure in Cone
macht and Uister have also
hetghtensd drivers’ nervous-

nesdin fecent Years according
0 responidents.

Uninsured vehicles

She added it iminsured vehi-
cles represent o threat o Insh
road safety, causing great con-
<ern amang drivers. There are
an estEnated 151000 wain
sared private vehscles on Insh
reads, up from 85,000 in 2010,
accarding 1o the Moor lasur-
&rs Burean el lreland.

The penalties for driving
withaut insiicange inchide oy
mrediate seizure of the vehocke,
Bl SUSOMEALIY COMIT AppeRr-
ance, fwe penalty points 2nd a
significan fime

N Ashie underlmed the bme
partance of road-safery educr-
tion and recammesded that
nErvais devers consnler takiag
advanced driver bessons.



